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26 January 2011
Dear parent/guardian,
The purpose of this letter is to tell you about the work we are going to be doing in [course name] at [school name].  Students in this course will be involved in projects focused on sustainable engineering; we want students to measure out waste production at the school and implement strategies to reduce our impact. We’ll be examining the products we buy, and looking at the full environmental, economic and social impacts from raw material extraction through to disposal of those products while determining if there could be better ways to design these products to minimize that impact.
The majority of the work will be done in-class.  Students will be responsible for working in collaborative teams and being accountable to this team each day; regular attendance will be crucial to continued success in this class.  Students will be responsible for giving presentations throughout the semester as they collect data for their projects.  Rather than an exam, each team will be presenting their findings and recommendations. 
If you are interested in participating at home, you can conduct a waste audit of your own home. 
I will be working closely with a New Brunswick-based educational charity called The Gaia Project; their staff will be regularly visiting our classroom.  If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact either myself or The Gaia Project staff at the numbers or e-mails listed below.

Regards,

Teacher’s Name
Contact Information
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Brian McCain
Vanessa Paesani

Executive Director
Program Delivery Officer

brian.mccain@thegaiaproject.ca
vanessa.paesani@thegaiaproject.ca







The Gaia Project

1 (877) 442-4136

www.thegaiaproject.ca
realistic environmentalism
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